
OUR CHURCH HISTORY

Bernard and Evelyn Hartshorn were instrumental in establishing several churches in Ohio. They moved 
to Weeki Wachee, Florida in 1973. Immediately, they saw the need to start a congregation in their 
community. The following year in 1974, they helped to establish a church which began to meet at Weeki 
Wachee Christian Camp where they served as caretakers. John Griffis began preaching for the small 
church.

The Pinellas Park Congregation, along with its elders; Ken Willis and Joseph Stover, supported the 
congregation spiritually and financially. Bro Willis (who was also the minister at Pinellas Park) wrote 
many letters to Deltona Corporation in an effort to recieve our present property as a gift.

A Ground Breaking ceremony was held on October 31, 1981 on the newly acquired property. By August 
1982, a total of $90,000 had been raised and a additional $20,000 had been borrowed by a Christian 
Brother. 

On November 14, 1982, the first service was held in the new building at the corner of Deltona and Elgin. 
The church's name was changed from the Weeki Wachee Church Of Christ to the Spring Hill Church Of 
Christ. A formal dedication and Open House was held the following month on December 4, 1982. In 
1983, all the money that was borrowed was paid back and in 1984, the church was debt free.

In 1986, three of the early families, The Charlie Griffins family, the John Griffis family and the Charles 
Hulme family continued to worship with this congregation. Evelyn Hartshorn continued as a winter 
member. Brother Bernard Hartshorn passed away the previous year in 1985.

The Spring Hill church has been served by the following preachers: John Griffis (1982-1987), Gary 
Kowalczyk (1988-1989), Arlin Chapman (1989-1991), Bill Hopkins (1991-1995), Van Ingram (1995-1998), 
Craig Williams (1998-1999), Robert Siebert (1999-2000), Arlin Chapman (2000-2001), Leonard Driskell 
(2001-2005), and Michael Madden (2006-present).

The Spring Hill congregation continues to be involved in world missions, benevolence, and personal 
evangelism. We continue to have one Gospel Meeting per year along with Vacation Bible School. In 
2006, we began a new program, Monday Night For The Master. We are seeing visible results from this 
program.


